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Himalayan Blackberry:  has 5 
leaflets with white undersides. 
The plant reproduces by seed 
(dispersed by birds), but also 
sprouts from the roots making 
it nearly impossible to eradicate.

English Ivy: an evergreen vine 
ground cover preventing other 
plants from accessing sunlight. 
It also climbs up trees and its 
weight makes them vulnerable 
to falling over, especially in 
heavy winds.

Common Periwinkle: usually 
evergreen with violet/blue to 
white flowers. It  invades open 
to shady forests  & forms dense 
extensive mats along forest 
floors that exclude native 
vegetation.

English Holly: is carried by 
birds into forests where it can 
form dense thickets that 
dominate the tall shrub layer 
and suppress germination and 
growth of native tree and shrub 
species.

English (Cherry) laurel: its 
evergreen oblong leaves are 
dark green on top, pale 
undernearth, thick, shiny, large 
(3 -8 inches), grow alternate, 
and have finely toothed edges. 
It outcompetes native tree 
seedlings and native shrubs by 
replacing native canopy trees 
over time. Because it is spread 
by birds to remote areas, it has 
the potential to be a serious 
threat to native forest land. It is 
also poisonous.

Oregon Grape: this evergreen 
shrub has spiny leaves placed 
opposite each other.  Early 
spring brings dense clusters of 
yellow flowers , followed by dark 
bluish-black berries which feed 
the birds. 

Indian Plum: the deciduous 
leaves are alternating, oblong, 
2–5 inches long, light green 
smooth top and paler below. 
Fresh foliage smells like 
cucumber. Among the first plants 
to leaf-out in the spring, it is an 
important early season nectar 
source for hummingbirds, moths, 
butterflies, native bees and other 
pollinator species. The flowers 
are whitish-green, bell-shaped, 
often appear in late winter before 
the leaves. 

Trailing Blackberry: This plant 
is typically smaller than the 
invasive species, with only 3 
leaflets lacking whitish 
undersides, found growing low 
along the ground and often 
creating a carpet of prickles. 

Sword Fern: this evergreen fern 
is one of the most abundant 
ferns. In spring, with no other 
food available, Quileute, Makah, 
Squamish and other Native 
Americans dug up roasted, 
peeled and ate the rhizomes

Snowberry: Their thickets 
provide cover for wildlife, 
including small birds and 
mammals as well as game 
species. Their inedible berries 
appear after November when 
little else is blooming.

For more info and to sign up for a work party, visit: www.wwu.edu/lead

Non-native Invasive 
steal space, sunlight, water & nutrients

Native
provides food, protection & diversity


